June 2009 Devotional 
Fear God Not Man – Helen CD Jamieson
Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace. It was strengthened; and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it grew in numbers, living in the fear of the Lord. Acts 9:1 (NIV emphasis added)
My heart was pounding excitedly as my eyes widened to re-read over Acts 9:31. I wrestled with God for the thought of re-writing and adding another piece to my message.  I already had my message prepared.  I was asked to be one of the speakers at our Alpha Sabbath Retreat at Trinity Western University. There were only two days before the event and I had intended to use my time praying and getting my heart ready to share the message.  The more I fought God, the more He pressed on my heart.  He led my fingers to move quickly, flipping through one passage to another; showing me and opening my heart to His truths. Excitedly, I finally obeyed and gave in. The message was not only intended for others, but it was for me!  I felt compelled to include it in this month’s devotional as it interrelates to last month’s devotional message on “Authentic Living”. 

 As a body of Christ, we are called to love each other authentically from the Heart and to live in peace so we can strengthen and build each other so we can yield a harvest for His kingdom. But this can only be achieved by being “Spirit led” and “living in the fear of God”. That was the key, as I felt God telling me that was what we lacked! We are not living in the fear of God daily!  God is reminding us that our hearts have gone complacent!  He calls us to repent of our own ways and to return back to Him! 
We have lost the fear of God and instead have placed our fear in the wrong things of this world!  Our hearts have been divided. We are more afraid of what others think about us, we are afraid of what we cannot do, we’re afraid of Satan’s attacks, we are afraid for our children and loved ones, we are afraid in losing our jobs and for our future; but the message is clear throughout the bible, we need to fear God and not man or anything else!  
As Jesus Himself warns his disciples and us as He spoke in Luke 12:4-5 - "I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him.
Fearing God does not mean being afraid that He will crush us to death, although in reality He can if wants to; but because of His love for us He offers us grace and mercy. Our fear should be based on the same context in the OT in Hebrew which is yirah which is “respect, and reverence”. We need to give God all the respect and reverence for who He is- He is our Lord God Almighty, the creator of everything, the Lord that gives and takes away. He is the Lord of Lord and King of Kings, He is Christ our Saviour – He is worthy to receive our highest expression of love and our complete devotion, respect and reverence.  We need a healthy fear of God so we will not be afraid of being obedient to what He has called us to do for Him!  

• When we truly believe our God is our mighty God, even when our flesh makes us feel afraid to step out to do anything, we do it afraid anyways, knowing that our God will be with us and help us through. 

• When we walk in daily reverence in honouring Christ, we will attract others to Christ because of our joy filled authentic life. When we live in fear of God we will yield a harvest for Him.
• We need to remember that it is the Lord who helps us fight our battles!  With Christ at the helm why would we be afraid of what others think or can do to us?  We Need to FEAR GOD NOT MAN!
Let this be our prayer:
Teach me your way O LORD, and I will walk in Your Truth;

Give me an undivided heart, that I may fear Your Name.   Psalm 86:11 (NIV emphasis added)
Father God, thank You for who You are! Thank You for reminding me that You are Lord God Almighty, and my Redeemer and Saviour. Lord, I confess to You that my heart has been divided and I have allowed other things in my life to make me afraid. I ask for Your forgiveness as I confess to You that I had feared what others think about me more than what I should be doing for You. Lord, help me to have a teachable heart so that I may walk in Your Truths; remove any idols and human insecurities that are dividing my heart. Lord, may I fear Your Name only and give You complete reverence that I may honour Your Name. I am willing to be faithful and obedient to what You have called me to do. In my saviour’s precious name I pray, Amen.
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