May 2010 Devotional 
Friendship – Helen CD Jamieson
A friend loves at all times…Proverbs 17:17
God reminded me again to be more patient, grateful and not to take my friendships for granted.  A group of us went for an outside break to explore Fort Langley, B.C. from one of our retreat ministries.  We carpooled down in four carloads.  I felt responsible for the group to tour them around and ensure we returned back in time for our campus dinner. As we were leaving, there was one car left with our unaccounted driver we had to wait for.  It was Linh, one of my close friends who ended up sneaking into another gift store as we were heading back to our cars.  We tried several attempts to reach Linh on her mobile phone but she was not answering it. I sent another friend to go “retrieve” Linh back so we could all leave on time.  We waited and waited, and then realized that now two ladies were missing in action! I could feel my heart beating anxiously and my impatience in waiting getting a hold of me as I wanted to bring my group back in my car without waiting for the two to return. Then the two ladies finally appeared in the distance. I did not wait to find out what they bought but just yelled out to them and motioned them to follow my car. I knew my heart was not in the right place as I had tried to pretend I was fine just to be a good role model that day for the rest of the group, but inside I was stewing a bit as I was impatient to wait.
We arrived back on campus prior to dinner; Linh met me outside our dorm building when everyone was gone. She showed me what she bought. It was a gift for me! It was a pot of flowers in my favourite shade of magenta and the pot holder was inscribed “friends are the flowers in the garden of life”.  Needless to say, I broke out in tears and apologized to her how my heart felt that day and how God was using that moment to remind me to be more patient and to not take my friendships for granted.  I felt like if “friends were the flowers in the garden of life”, that I am the “weeds” coming out to choke them sometimes!   By God’s grace and mercy, Linh laughed and forgave me and gave me a huge hug. It was a wonderful moment for both of us to recognize how imperfect we are and that we still love each other. 

We tend to consider someone a close friend if that person expresses friendship with tangible actions. If you say you care but you’re not there when someone needs you, that person will not consider you a good friend. This is true in the way some people treat their relationship with God. If God does not respond to their prayer needs as they expect, they think He does not care. This, of course, is untrue, but we live in a fallen world and we find it difficult to love someone if we do not see and feel something tangible.
It is hard for us to love unconditionally in our relationships. We all have some sort of conditions. We may tend to reciprocate because of other’s positive actions towards us. We stay connected with others because we expect that they will connect with us. We extend a listening ear because we expect the same in return. When we extend love, there are conditions attached.

None of us can truly give unconditional love the way Jesus has shown it toward us; for Christ died for us while we were still sinners and were rejecting Him (Rom. 5:8). He continues to connect with us even when we feel disconnected from Him. The closest we can come to loving and giving unconditionally is when we extend love to others who cannot return anything to us. Jesus talked about this when He commanded us to “love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” (Matt. 5:44). “If you love those who love you, what reward will you get?” Similarly, “If you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others?” (Matt. 5:46–47).

It is not easy to love someone who fails to love us as we expect or return any favors to us. We must learn from the selfless, unconditional love of Jesus for us. As we walk more closely with Christ and become more like Him, we will learn to extend His love to others in a genuine way. We connect with Jesus through prayer, reading the Word of God, music, worship, fellowship, and just being still and enjoying His presence. The more connected we are with Christ, the more we can connect with others unconditionally.

If one falls down, his friend can help him up.


But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up!





              

  Ecclesiastes 4:10
Lord Jesus, thank You for showing me Your unconditional love. Teach me Your ways and help me to not take You or any of my relationships for granted. Help me to extend sincere love to others without any conditions.  Help me to walk close with You as I know that when I stay connected with You I am in good hands. I pray all this in Your precious name, Amen.
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